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SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Saint Angela Merici Parish  

 

362 Lighthouse Ave. 
     Pacific Grove, California 

 
 
Mailing Address: 146 8th Street, Pacific Grove, CA  93950 
Email: stangelachurch@stangelamerici.org 
 
Parish Office located on 9th Street Phone: (831) 655-4160 FAX: (831) 440-7450 

 



 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

Congratulations on your decision to celebrate the gift of your love for one another in the 
Sacrament of Marriage! Scripture tells us that God is love (1 John 4:7-16). Through the Sacrament of 
Marriage, you will become living signs of God's love, first for each other and then for the world 
around you. As you live out this calling from God, the Church community is enriched and blessed, 
and in turn, the community of the Church will support you with its prayers and encouragement for the 
rest of your life! It is this combination of both you and the community that makes Marriage in the 
Church so unique, so special, and so holy. 

 
Your Wedding is the celebration and the beginning of the Sacrament of Marriage which is a 

lifelong commitment.  It is a most significant and memorable occasion, and the pastor and staff of St. 
Angela is here to do everything possible to make this a joyful and meaningful celebration of your love 
centered in Christ.  We hope these guidelines are helpful to you, first to reflect on your call to Married 
Life, and secondly, to help you plan for your Wedding Day. Please read these guidelines thoroughly 
and know that we are here to help clarify any questions. 

 
As pastor I will do my best to discuss some practical concerns you may have.  Our first task will 

be to get to know you and learn about you.  The responsibility of a pastor is to first interview a couple, 
and to then come to mutual agreement about the steps needed to prepare not only for a Wedding but 
even more importantly to live out a committed Catholic Married Life. 

 
Two commonly asked questions often include if St Angela Merici Parish welcomes couples 

from out of the area to be married here and will the pastor of St Angela Merici Parish officiate at a 
wedding from those outsides of this local area.   Such introductions and requests should be made in 
writing. Email is fine.  Our parish does its best to welcome couples from out of this area.  Often the 
couple will be asked to bring their own priest or deacon to officiate.  As pastor here, I do my best to 
consider requests to officiate at wedding for those who live outside this local area. Every request is 
considered on an individual basis. 

 
Once this has taken place, and the Marriage Preparation is underway, eventually a wedding 

coordinator will be in contact with you soon to discuss many of your practical concerns and to serve as 
your link to our church and staff so that your preparations and celebration run smoothly. Your Wedding 
Nuptial Mass or Ceremony should be marked with words, gestures and music which reflect your 
relationship with one another and with Christ. Our Director of Music Ministry will also be available to 
help plan your music. 

 
 St. Angela Merici Parish Family rejoices with you as you embark on this life journey of 

committed love and prays that God may bless you with life-long happiness together. After having read 
through this packet, if you have questions, I can be reached at frpeter@stangelamerici.org. 
 
 Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
 Fr Peter Crivello, Pastor  
 



Setting the Date for the Wedding 
The earliest possible date that a wedding can take place in our Diocese of Monterey is six months after the 
initial contact with a parish priest. Most often more time is suitable and most practical. This time period 
is to allow for thoughtful and meaningful process of preparation, the gathering of documents, completing 
necessary paperwork, as well as closer to the date, more immediate of planning your Wedding 
Celebration 

 
Marriage Preparation  

There are a few steps involved in marriage preparation: 
Catholic Engaged Encounter Weekend; Pre-Marital Counseling; Appointments with the Pastor; 
Gathering of Documents; Completing Paperwork and then wedding planning. 
 
The first meeting with the pastor/priest involves the pastor, priest or deacon interviewing the couple 
to get to know them, as well as to determine if marriage in the church is possible.  For example. if 
either the bride or groom to be has been previously married, marriage in the church may be possible 
in the future. However, the priest or deacon would have to discuss this in person.  If this is the case, 
setting a wedding date at this time may not yet be appropriate.   Once it is determined that both the 
bride and groom are free to marry and willing to enter into a Marriage Preparation Process, the 
couple are asked to take the following preparation steps.  

 
Counseling 
You will first meet with the pastor/priest who will preside at your wedding. It will be an opportunity for you 
to grow in your understanding of the Sacrament of Marriage and of your relationship with Christ and the 
Church. The priest also welcomes the opportunity to get to know you as he accompanies you through this 
time of more intense preparation for marriage. 

 
Next, you will be asked to meet with a licensed marriage counselor to provide further insight into your 
relationship. Results of these interviews and discussions are shared with the priest. Professional counseling 
fees are discussed with the counselor. 
 
Catholic Engaged Encounter Weekend 
In addition to the counseling, couples are required to attend a Catholic Engaged Encounter Weekend at a 
nearby retreat center. This is not a group therapy session, but a chance for each couple to discuss different 
aspects of married life. There is a fee for the weekend.  If there is a difficulty with this, please let the 
Catholic Engaged Encounter Coordinator know of this challenge.  Information regarding Catholic 
Engaged Encounter can be found at www.mcee.org/ 

 
Documentation 
It is the responsibility of the couple to be sure all paperwork is complete and at the parish office no later 
than one month prior to the ceremony. 

• Baptismal certificates with notations for the Catholic and Christian parties dated 
within six months of the proposed date of marriage. 

• Communion and Confirmation certificates for the Catholic parties (photocopies 
are acceptable). 

• Freedom to marry forms are required when the couple is not personally known to the parish 
staff. Two witnesses will be asked to testify that neither the bride nor groom have been 
married before. 

• Dispensations are required from the Bishop of Monterey if one of the parties to the 
marriage is not Catholic. 

• California State Marriage License is required by law for weddings taking place within 
the State of California. For further information, call the County Clerk's Office in Salinas 
at (831) 647- 7906. You must bring the license no later than the wedding rehearsal before 
the wedding 



Couples living outside of St Angela Merici Parish 
At times couples living outside of our parish, especially those who live a distance away, inquire about 
having their wedding here at St. Angela Merici Church.   We will do our best to try to welcome you.  Each 
couple’s circumstances are considered on an individual basis.   At times, the couple wishing to have their 
wedding here will be asked to have their own pastor/priest preside at the wedding.  At times, the pastor of 
St. Angela Merici may agree to officiate.   Please know that first must ask for permission to be married 
outside of your own parish from you own pastor.  A priest or a deacon must agree to lead you in your 
marriage preparation process as well as agree to forward all the necessary marriage preparation 
documentation no later than one month prior to the wedding date.   A letter stating all this will be asked 
for in advance.  All these aspects must be agreed upon before a wedding date can be scheduled.        
 
When priests or deacons are invited and agree to come to St. Angela Merici Parish from outside of the 
Diocese of Monterey, they must present a Letter of Good Standing to the Pastoral Office of our Bishop 
here in the Diocese of Monterey.  This letter should come from their own bishop’s office or from the 
office of their Religious Order Superior.  This has become common practice in the United States and 
beyond.  Any priest who is asked to officiate at a wedding outside his own parish or area knows they are 
required to communicate with the local pastor and “request delegation.”  This is a longtime practice in the 
Catholic Church of which all priests are also aware.          
 

Nuptial Mass or Ceremony Planning 
 Closer to your wedding date, one to two months prior, contact (831) 655-4160, the wedding coordinator 
for St. Angela Church. Initially you will meet to discuss your plans for the ceremony: the size of your 
wedding party, number of guests expected, your ideas for flowers, photographs, pew decorations, etc., 
keeping in mind that this most important moment in your life is to be both dignified and festive, reverent 
and joyful. The pastor/priest will often be a part of a planning meeting to review all details.  Please be 
mindful that your ideas will be considered but must keep within what is practical and appropriate for our 
church.  As a rule, noble simplicity is usually the best rule to follow.  

 
The wedding coordinator will attend both rehearsal and the wedding to oversee the procedures and ensure 
that all runs smoothly. 

 
Getting to the Church 

.... On time 
The bridal party should arrive at the church 20 minutes before the wedding is scheduled to begin. This 
will provide "breathing space" for the principal participants and offer the bride and groom time for a 
moment of reflection and quiet prayer. There are no dressing facilities available at church. The wedding 
coordinator will meet with the bride and her attendants in the vestibule when the procession is ready to 
begin.  Our Parish Library on the side of church can be used as a waiting area. 

 
 

Programs 
The ceremony including the Mass is an opportunity for the whole congregation to join you in prayer and 
song in celebration of this joyful occasion. A program containing the prayers, responses and songs to help 
them fully participate is not required but may be helpful.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Music 
The music you choose to be played and sung at your wedding should be personally meaningful to you 
and liturgically appropriate. The best model to follow is music which the entire assembly of your family 
and friends can sing from our music books as we do during Sunday Mass.   St. Angela's Director of 
Music Ministry can make helpful suggestions from a broad repertoire of contemporary and traditional 
liturgical music and must approve your final choices. During the celebration we do not use secular or 
recorded music. At times and exception can be made for a prelude if the song is appropriate. All music 
and song will be directed by St. Angela's Director of Music and Liturgy. Any other musicians from 
outside of the parish must be approved by our Director of Music and work together with her/him.  It is 
very important that musicians understand the flow of the Catholic Mass what is liturgically appropriate.  

 
Liturgical Seasons 

The environmental decor in the Church reflects the many seasons of the life of Christ and our faith journey 
and signifies the tone of each season. It will be helpful for you to consider these environmental parameters 
when choosing the season for your wedding. 

 
The basic decor (banners, plants, flowers) in the church must remain in place during the wedding and are 
not to be moved. However, baskets of flowers in your colors may be added at the sides of the sanctuary, at 
the entrances to the church, and next to the baptismal font. Bows with greenery and flowers may be used 
on the pews with the proper pew holders and a white runner may be placed in the center aisle. Nothing is 
ever placed on the altar. Furniture and chairs in the church may not be moved.  Any type of  “wedding 
decorations  or the placement of  flowers must be pre-approved by the pastor or staff of the parish.



Photographers 
Our church provides a beautiful setting for pictures. In order to insure the reverence and beauty of this 
event for  all present, photographers are required to follow these guidelines: 

• a flash may not be used inside the church and additional lighting may not be added 
• video cameras must be stationary 
• photographers and videographers are not allowed to move about the church 

during the ceremony, to stand in the aisle during the procession, or to be on or 
near the altar at any time 

Each of them must arrive early and communicate the priest/pastor/deacon officiating to receive instruction on 
the parameters of what is appropriate during the celebration.  The goal is for you and your family and guest to 
not be distracted nor the beauty of the celebration be interrupted by their actions. 

 
After the ceremony, when the guests have left the church, pictures may be taken of the wedding party in 
front of the altar using a flash.  

 
Special Customs 

We are happy to incorporate cultural customs into your ceremony. The lasso and arras are acceptable as is 
presenting a bouquet to honor the Blessed Mother. 

 
Designated Environmentalist 

You will be asked to designate a friend or relative, not in the wedding party, who will be responsible 
for   removing pew decorations, flower boxes, etc. from the church immediately following the 
ceremony. We have evening masses on the weekends and the church must be left in perfect order for 
the next gathering of the    faithful. Please know that rice, birdseed, bubbles, white doves, butterflies, 
etc is not permitted while here at the church. after your wedding mass or ceremony.  Perhaps your 
reception site will allow it. We cannot allow it at St. Angela's either in or outside of the church. 

 
 
 
 
 

May the Lord bless you and keep you. 
May His light always shine upon you 

And may He hold you in the palm of His hands 
all the days of your lives. 

 

 



Church Offerings 
 

Registered, active parishioners       $1400.00 
 Parents and/or couple is known by parish/pastor and have contributed regularly for the  
  last two years 
 
Associated Parishioners 
 Catholics from the Monterey Peninsula who have a past connection  
  to the parish (celebrated a sacrament here, etc.)    $1900.00 
 
Non-Parishioners/non-contributing:       $2400.00 
 
Included in your donation is a stipend for: 
Wedding Coordinator                    $150.00 
Cantor            $200.00 
Music Director           $300.00 
 
Couples from outside of the parish are encouraged to offer a gift the priest or deacon officiating. 

 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMON QUESTIONS  
 
How many people can the church accommodate? 

• 430 
• Number of pews -24 
• Number of chairs -190 

 
Can I use bows on the pews/chairs? 

• Yes 
 
What do I use to attach the bows? 

• Plastic holders made specifically for pews 
• Pipe cleaners 

 
What is the length of the center aisle? 

• 60' from entry of vestibule to the altar 
 
How wide is the center aisle? 

• 6'7" 
 
What are the interior colors of the church? 

• The walls are a two-toned pearl gray with stained glass windows surrounding the upper portion of the 
walls. The carpet in the main body of the church is a petite pattern of blue, maroon, and beige; in the 
sanctuary it is a plush, soft maroon. The pews are medium oak. The chairs are medium oak with maroon 
padded seats and attached padded kneelers. 

 
Are there any restriction on photos? 

• All set-ups should be discussed with the wedding coordinator prior to the wedding.  Photos may be 
taken from any point in the church except the sanctuary. Respect must be given as to not become a 
distraction to the celebration.  

 
Are there any restrictions on flower arrangements? 

• The church environment is meant to enhance he liturgy of the church and to signify specific liturgical 
seasons. The established church environment is not to be altered. The altar is the main focal point. 
Flowers may not be placed on the altar nor may they obstruct the view of the altar. Special flower 
arrangements may be placed, one on either side of the sanctuary near the altar.  And perhaps one near 
where the bride and groom will sit.  Two or three floral arrangements would be the maximum allowed 
in the church.   Discuss your desires with the wedding coordinator so that these can be better 
coordinated with the seasonal church environment. 

• Flower petals may not be used in the aisle preceding the bride. 
• Rice or birdseed may not be used on church premises. 

 
Other environmental restrictions? 

• Chairs located around the sanctuary are not to be moved 
• Following your wedding, the church environment must be restored exactly as it was prior to your 

wedding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lighting? 
• The church is equipped with a lighting system that has a high and a low setting.  

 
Music? 

• Plan your music with our Director of Music Ministries. She will help you choose music that is both 
beautiful and liturgical appropriate.  Music used during a Wedding Mass or Ceremony are to be 
liturgical music.  At time permission may be given for secular music to be used as a prelude, etc.  
Recorded music is not used. 

• The church is equipped with a sound system, PA system. Recording can be filtered through the PA 
system. There is a grand piano and   organ, 

 
Facilities? 

• There are two rest rooms in the church. There is a waiting room for the bride and attendants. There is a 
nursery room with audio and view. 

 
Reserving the Church? 

• The church is not to be reserved until you have talked with a priest, and paid a non-refundable deposit of 
$200.00. The balance of all fees is to be paid one month before the wedding date. This applies to 
parishioners and non- parishioners, Catholics and non-Catholics. 

 
Ceremony Vows: 

• Writing your own version of marriage vows should always be discussed with the one who is preparing you 
(usually the priest). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Check List for Wedding of  
_____________________ and ____________________ 

 
Documents Needed:                                 Documents Received: 

 
Bride Groom  Bride Groom 

  Current  Baptism  Certificate w/notations   
  First Communion Certificate   
  Confirmation  Certificate   
  Pre-Marital Counseling   
  Engaged Encounter   
    
  Dispensation   
  Freedom to Marry Form   
  Letter from your priest preparing couple   
  Letter from priest for permission/delegation   
  CA State Marriage License   

 
 

Fees Amount Paid Date 
Church   

Musician(s)   
Cantor   

Wedding Coordinator   
Priest   

 
 

Notes:  _ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
MARRIAGE CEREMONY PLANNING GUIDE – SAINT ANGELA MERICI PARISH – PACIFIC GROVE, CA 

 

Name of Bride         Parish       

Name of Groom         Parish       

Wedding Date &Time         Rehearsal Date & Time        

Priest Performing Ceremony      Parish/City       

 
 
I. Wedding Party Information: Please list first and last names for each attendant below. 
 

Parents of Groom (Groom enters with both parents)           

Parents of Bride (Bride enters with both parents)          

Maid of Honor (or Witness)             

Best Man (or Witness)             

Bridesmaids & Groomsmen (Please list as “couples” as you would like them to walk down the aisle.) 

               

                

               

                

Flower Girl(s) & Age(s)              

Ring Bearer & Age               

Approximate # of Guests      
   

II. Liturgy Information & Participants: Please indicate which Readings you have chosen from  “Together for Life” and 
who will be doing the reading. Also indicate which edition of “Together for Life” you have (i.e. June 2002, Sept 1998, etc.). 
Please make sure the Readers you choose feel comfortable doing so.  
 

First Reading – Old Testament (select from Section B)          

  Being Read by:            

Responsorial Psalm             
Pease note: The Responsorial Psalm is sung. Check with your Music Coordinator for suggestions. 
 

Second Reading – New Testament (select from Section D)         

  Being Read by:             

Gospel Reading (select from Section F)            

Prayers of the Faithful (select from Section J)           
 

    Being Read by:             
 

Will your ceremony be a Full Mass or Simple Ceremony?          

Will you be presenting flowers to Mary?     
 

Other Traditions:               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



III. Other Liturgy Participants:  Please choose people to lead the procession into the Church. One person will carry the 
Cross, and the other will carry the Book with Readings. (The two readers for your ceremony work nicely for this unless you 
have selected readers who are part of your wedding party.)  
 

Carrier of the Cross (procession)             

Carrier of the Book of Readings (procession)           

Two People to Bring up the Bread & Wine (if having a full mass)        

Do you have 2 people to be Eucharistic Ministers (if having full mass)        
  

 

IV. Music Information: 
St. Angela Merici Music Coordinator        Meeting Date    

Please indicate the music you have selected for each item below: 

Liturgy Processional & Bridesmaids’ /Groomsmen Entrance         

Bride’s Entrance               

Recessional                

Presentation of Flowers to Mary (if applicable)           

 
V. Vendor Information: 
All vendors are expected to respect and follow the policies outlined in the St. Angela Merici Wedding 
Guidelines. It is your responsibility to provide them with a copy of our guidelines and communicate 
appropriate times for your ceremony.  
 
Name of Photographer              

Name of Videography              
Please remind them that NO FLASH PHOTOGRAPHY IS ALLOWED DURING THE CEREMONY, and they may not be 
visible in the sanctuary space.  Also, please let them know that all photos must be completed and everyone must 
be out of the Church no later than 30 minutes after the completion of the liturgy. 
 

Name of Florist          
All decorations and floral arrangements must be REMOVED from the Church within 30 minutes from the 
completion of your ceremony.  
 
Please communicate this with your florist.   
Have you provided him/her with a copy of the wedding arrangement guidelines for St. Angela Merici?    
 



CHECKLIST & REMINDERS FOR THE BRIDE & GROOM    (Please keep this page for your records.) 
 

Please complete and return pages 1&2 of this Marriage Planning Guide at least TWO WEEKS prior to your 
scheduled wedding rehearsal time.  This will ensure a thorough and timely rehearsal. Your wedding coordinator 
will call you about one week prior to your scheduled wedding rehearsal date. 
 
Please bring the following items to the Rehearsal: 
 1. Marriage License 
     If you need to contact the Monterey County Clerk’s Office, the phone # is (831) 647-7906. 
 2. Flowers to Mary (if applicable & if artificial) 
 3. Ceremony Programs (if applicable) 
 
Please bring the following to the Ceremony: 
 1. Rings 
 2. Flowers to Mary (if applicable) 
 
Below are some items that we would like to remind you of prior to your rehearsal. All of the information is 
intended to help you have a memorable and relaxed wedding ceremony. Please have only those people who are 
actively involved in the wedding liturgy attend the rehearsal. If you have family and friends joining you for a dinner 
after the rehearsal, please have them meet you at the restaurant.   
 
It is extremely important that you remind EVERYONE to be ON TIME to the Rehearsal to ensure us enough time 
to walk through the ceremony and answer all questions!   
 
Absolutely no alcohol is permitted on Church grounds at any time. Also, if a priest suspects that either the bride or 
groom has consumed alcohol before the ceremony, he will not be able to marry them. 
 
Please remember that the church is a place for prayer and worship.  The wedding party and all guests are 
expected to be respectful and demonstrate appropriate behavior at all times. Jokes and pranks of any kind should 
not be part of the wedding ceremony.  Also, no gum chewing please. 
 
The following outlines the usual order of procession for wedding liturgies here at Saint Angela Merici.   

Liturgy Processional (Entrance) for Weddings: 
Cross (You choose someone to carry) 
Book of Readings (You choose someone to carry) 
Priest 
Groom with Both Parents (if present) 
Bridesmaids & Groomsmen together as couples  
Ring Bearer & Flower Girl (if applicable)  
Best Man & Maid of Honor 
Bride with Both Parents (if present) 
 

We welcome you and are delighted to join with the family of Saint Angela Merici in celebrating your marriage!  If 
you have any additional questions, feel free to contact Fr. Peter at frpeter@stangelamerici.org 
 
  



1> 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We ________________________________ and _______________________________        
have read and agree to the guidelines for the celebration of the Sacrament of Marriage at St. 
Angela Merici, Pacific Grove. 

 
 

I enclose a deposit of $200.00 to set the date for our wedding on 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signatures: 
 
 
  
Bride                        Date 

 
 
 

  
Groom                        Date 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

146 8th  St. Pacific Grove. CA 93950 (831) 655-4160, Fax (831) 440-7450, E-Mail: STANGELACHURCH@STANGELAMERICI.ORG 
 
 

    
Day             Month Year Time 



 
 


